computer scientist who developed the MAILUFTERL computer, and while director of the IBM Laboratory in Vienna. He directed the development of formal programming language descriptors (1) .
He studied low-voltage technology at the Technical University of Vienna, and was appointed as an assistant at the Institute for Low Starting in 1954, he was responsible for the development of the fi rst fully transistorized computer in Europe, the legendary "MAILUFTERL," which is now in the Technical Museum of Vienna.
He was the originator of both teaching and research in the area of electronic data processing at the Technical University of Vienna. Along with the rest of the MAILUFTERL team, Zemanek moved to IBM in 1961 to become the developer and director of the Viennese laboratory, with primary work in the area of programming languages and their formal defi nition, especially the programming language PL/I. In 1976 he was awarded the title of IBM fellow and undertook a project entitled "Abstract Architecture."
During his career, Zemanek has published more than 400 articles, and authored, coauthored, or edited more than 15 books, ranging from highly specialized journal articles to introductory articles of general interest, philosophical treatises, critical commentaries on the social implications of computers, and historical studies. His presentation about the history of computers in a text-and-picture collage is available in the Technical Museum of Vienna.
He On January 11, 1990, the Austrian Computer Society, the Austrian Society for Electronics (der Österreichische Verband für Elecktrotechnik), and the Technical Museum of Vienna (das Technische Museum Wien) honored Heinz Zemanek, editor and frequent author of the Annals of the History of Computing, on the occasion of his 70th birthday. The celebration at the Technical Museum of Vienna was also the occasion to present the Heinz Zemanek Award to a young Austrian computer scientist.
